404              - Henry of ATavarre.

In September, 1601, Henry was at Calais, and
Queen Elizabeth came to Dover, partly in the hope
that her old ally would visit her to discuss how best
they might humble Spain. Henry IV. would gladly
have done so, but he feared to alarm the Catholics,
and was unwilling to do anything which might lead
to an immediate renewal of the war. He sent Biron
to offer his excuses and regrets, and Elizabeth in-
vited the Duke to accompany her to London.
Taking him by the hand, as he was talking to her in
a room of the Tower, she led him to a window, and
pointed to where the once loved head of Essex was
rotting in wind and rain. " Had he but confessed
that he deserved death I would have pardoned him.
He bowed before the headsman, because his pride
would not endure to stoop to me. If I grieved for
the death of that poor wretch, it was for his in-
gratitude." Then looking fixedly into the Marshal's
restless and sinister eyes, deep set in his swarthy
face, she continued: " If the King would believe
me, there are as many heads which need to be cut
off in Paris as in London."

That same month the Dauphin Lewis was born;
perhaps Biron's heart misgave him, more probably
he distrusted his confidant, with whom he was no
longer on the best of terms, for he wrote to La Fin,
44 God has given the King a son, let us forget our
dreams." Yet shortly after he renewed, through
another agent, his negotiations with Spain and
Savoy. La Fin, on the offer of a free pardon and
great rewards, came to Fontainebleau, told all he
knew, and placed in the King's hands letters